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THE POLARJTORM."
Effects of tlie Cold Wave in and

Around New York.
.

TRAVELLING UNDER DIFFICULTIES,

A Fleet of Ocean Steamships Frozen
In to Their Docks.

UP THE STATE.

Kailroad Traffic with the
West Suspended.

THOUSANDS OF CARS "STALLED."
...

DuringFriday night anil the early morning yesterdaytlio weather grew uioro ami more nearly unendurable.The keen blasts that whistled across the

open lots and down the avenues, around the corners

and through the by-streets of the city grew colder
and colder. Tlie unfortunates whoso business calls
them out of doors in the night hours were almost in

despair. Wraps of the thickest and most voluminous
kind seemed of little service, tor the keen wind not

only blew through the heaviest clothing, hut seemed
to pieree to the dividing usur.dfcr of bone and marrow,soul and spirit. The poor.God help them,
their sufferings cau never be written. In their narrowhomes, where the fires are seant and the wrappingsfew.where the ventilation 'sail too thorough
and the joiner work decayed.they sat unci shivered
in dumb agony. The pall of coal, that is all the poor
man can buy at once, was soon spent, and human
endurance was taxed to It" limit. To tliem the night
was torture.to the poorest, the homeless wanderers,
it was death.
Yesterday morning dawned as cold as an Esquimau

could desire, if he were a reasonable Esquimau,
and in the early morning the cold seemed nlmost
harder to bear than in the night, for the sunlight
brought noue of tin relief it usually does bring; but
as the day grew older the wind, as If tired with its

long blustering, died awav to a tolerable breeze, and
a bright winter sun brought cheer to the city. The
cold wave seemed to have passed and once more life
resumed its normal phases, l'edestriunism again bocauiepossible and even the ladies, who, the mos{ of
them, had sensibly hugged their happy hearthstones
the day before, ventured out on the myriad of curious
errands which ladies find to do. Broadway and the
avenues grew gay again with bright colors and glowingfacer and the shops were again tilled with shoppers.Men even turned their coat collars down, soino

of them, and the more venturesome among them
would walk several blocks without stopping for
something hot.

THIS EFFECTS OF THE COLD WAVE.

All through the city were the effects of the
cold to bo noted. The harvest of the plumberhad conic, and, heedless of the hatred
of mankind, he was preparing to reap his gains.
Throm/li the Xew Year's storm and the terrible dav
hat followed, when the poor were crying to Heaven

tor pity, when the half-frozen people of the
city were weeping or praying or scolding
or cursing, according to their several fancies,he (the plumber) had sat in his well
warmed office exultantly watching the thermometer
outside his window and carefully looking over his
soldering irons and hies and little charcoal furnaces,
and mallets and wrenches and tongs and other little
tools, precious to him and costly to householders.
Tho more lie looked the better he was satisfied.
Kubhlng Ills hands, not for warmth, but for glee, ho
noted each degree the mercury fell, and longed for its

greater fall. "Down to zero" was "tip to par" with
him, and below zero was a premium. And yesterday,all over the city, his men were busy, at about
$17 an hour, examining pipes and tearing up floors
and sidewalks, working infinite damage and some
benefit at enormous prices.

THAWtfiO Ol'T THE HYI1IUNTH.
In the city's plumb work there was an interesting

work going 011. The hydrants from which the out.
door supply of water is drawn conceal within uu

innocent looking outside a considerable amount of
mechanism, ami a sad experience lias taught the Fire
Department that the frost is likely to interfere with
this mechanism. There have been occasions when
this interference lias cost u considerable delay in
putting out a tire, and the department bus accordinglyissu.' I orders that the hydrants tie all watched
ami when any are out of repair tliey shall be reported
to the Di partlncut of Public Works. This inspection
lias been in progress for some two weeks, and with
one or two exceptions llie liydrunts are in

>,.1,,.,* on/liHi.ti Tin. writer wiiti-hcl the otiera-

lion of thawing a liviiraut that was slightly frozen,
ami ho was much eoilicd. A small piece of rubber
b"-e was firut introduced through the main rock, the
water being shut off at the valve below, and an attemptw a* made to pump out the watfcr above the
valve which should have flowed off through the
mall safety cock under ground, but which had tailed

to do so. This attempt was made with a small handpump,and, as it would not work, it was known that
the water had frozen. A current of steam was then
thrown in, and, the ice being thereby melted, the
wuter was easily pumped off and a quantity of salt
was thrown in, "That generally keeps the water
from freezing," said the f'nief, who explained the
Operation, "but it is bail for the hydrant, us it corrodesthe valve-rod." So great difficulty has been
found thus lar this winter with the hydrants, as tiie
frost is said to have penetrated only about twelve
inches below the surface of the ground, and even the
smallest liyerauts have their valves at least eighteen
inches below.

TRATKI, IN THE CITY.
As was said above, pedcstruuism was possible yesterday,and active people who scorn the horse cars

ami H uh the elevated roads were in their glory.
Htieeritig at the lazy effeminacy of the ma jority of
muukimi they strode maiitully along the pavements,
bright examples of sturdmcss, puffed Up with their
ow n vanity. la?** conceited people preferred riding,
and preferred the Sixth avenue route to all others in
the City, as the cars are wanned on that route alone.
The street ears, however, did a large business, their
passengers growling, us usual, at the parsimony of
UH! companies, llim HIT lor me lares imirr innii nir

Ilit1 we,fare of their customers. The driver* and conductor*of course «i l fit:rod as usual iu severe wonther,
ml the horse* seemed luckier llian tin hiunaii attendantsof the oar, as they had work to do that kept

them warm.
THK "It" liAlLRDAUS.

Uu both of the "It" road* the trains ran with great
regularity, none of those on the east aide lieiug more
than one minute behind schedule time at tlie Harlem
terminus. There Is no doubt, however, that arrangementscould he made which would be more conducive
to speed of transit than those now ill vogue on the
Third avenue "L" r >nd. For instance, the frequency
with which it is necessary to replenish engines with
water would be much less if they wore constructedso as to suit tile existing and prospective
trathe. The change of engines ut Sixty-seventh street
cause* a waste ot luuny minutes, which, in the aggregate,are of much value to the public. If the
mange were made at the despatching points only
less time would Is- r<"|uired between the battery and
Harlem. Many complaints were heard yesterday on
this score, as well as with regard to the slowness of
the regular schedule time, it is said by a laigc numbern! the passengers that a further economy 01 at
least tw dvi minutes i> possible in making tin* Journey.'i lie average speed between stations is certainly
less than on the Sixth avenue rosd and there am, betides,more frequent stopping placet,

LACK oc HS;AT.
The absence <ii h11v artlth mi neat in me cars was

Justly denounced yesterday liy passengers as much
as upon every previous day since the beginning
ut tin- present H "snap," Kvcry om who rode
limro than u few blocks became eompli tely ('hilled,
lid, doubtless, tli cds of mill illiii ii >! have thus

bet'U planted In u great milli.v eases. I'lie authorities
ot tlx-New York company a'Knowledge thai the steam

apparatus 111 their cur* w ill liont two cars at a time,
l>tlt It will liot host a tliir.l. Vet the fuel Is patent
that tlivy tlo uut cause It, In lie operated
even en far as to heat those two, which
would he a great hoou to, their patrons.
The eornttionts last evening between live and seven
o'clock, Willi the ears were oioselv crowded, were oharacteri/.ehy a great deal nl i iii r ) and perspleulty.
In conversation tho lltu.\t.ii's improved appellation
for the roads was fropn iitly used, anil its superior
eldglblllty lor |tie purpose* ot the pUllSter were

practically recognized. This can't be the 'L'," *#ld
one; "it s too cold." "1111 lie 'ell lor the directors
when they die," said another. "I guess their faces
will he el-oiigated When the slide down the broad and
Winding way." "Iiaphl transit then, you bet!" "No
old there, my boy!''
When tin' Third avenue "i,'' roiwi iv.i* tlr«t opened

to the HMi ll-til Hlvrr train* tvere run to Iviuth mrunt.
Lately, however, they Imvn nil atnppnd nt 1'i.tth
atiwt, win re u |>Uth>riii liu* In < ii erected. .1 lux

fnlliji-lui'iit I* not en convenient lor people tvlmlho
at Mornaanla mi'l Mott llavoii. Ihiemarked Impmvuiiiint In the loan* icinoiil of the rrtntl la the greater
civility ot the uiuployvn. Un tlio BUtli avt-tiuu "L"
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road the discipline enforced upon them is very strict,
suit if the same policy t><» adopted by tho eaal side
road there is not likely to l>c any further cause for
complaint ili that respect, it is incumbeut upon
the cmnpauies, for their own lute rest as well us
for that of the public, not to permit th" taitli of the
people in the safety of their structures to be shaken.
The remark «as made by Mr. lhliuout the other day
that any accident on the "I," roads would be a great
calamity in its moral effect us well as in the physical
casualties, us it would deter people from making use
of these blessings of modern improvement.

t)u the Sixth avenue line, Friday night, the traius
were kept slowly moving without any intermission
until moruiug in order to keep the cars warm and
io prevent the water in ttie boilers ami in lite steam
pipes from freezing. The night trains on the east
side line will ooutinuo regularly henceforth. The
following table represents the uuuiher ot train* de-
sputched on the Metropolitan mail, ami the hours
during which the trips were made, duriug Friday,
showing a grand total of 320 trains:. |Hours. Xo. of Trains. Hours. Xu. of Trains.
C A. M. to 7 A. M." Ill 3 P. M. to 4 P. M '22
7 A. M. to 8 A. M 1(1 IP. M. to ."> P. M 23
H A. M. to 9 A. M 17 fl P. M. to <i P. M 20
9 A. M. to 10 A. M 22 ti P. M. to 7 P. M 20
10 A. M. to 11 A. M.... IS 7 P. M. to 8 P. M It
11 A. M. to 12 M 18 S P. M. to ! P. M 13
12 M. to 1 P. M 21 'J P. M. to 10 P. M 14
1 P. M. to 2 P. M 22 10 P. M. to 11 P. M.... 13
2 P. M. to 3 P. M l'J 11 P. M. to 12 P. M.... Io

SIAVl'KHY STEPS. 1
A great many mishap* have occurred to persona in

going up to and coming down troiu tlie stations of
the Third avenue "L" road since the recent atom). ]
The stairs at all of them are more or less ) tierlisted j
with ice uiti trozon snow, ami even with tne greatest
cantiuu onu in apt to slip and, losing ouo's bulsuec, «

tumble to the hard flagstones l*»low. A gentleman
thus fell oil Friday, auil was informed by the person
who assisted him to his feet that h hail rendered the
same service, at the same place, to live or six others
during the same al'tcruonu. At Forty-second street
the. stairs are steep and lofty, and a misstep when
near their top would lie very likely to prove
fata.. They are in a very dangerous condition.
The same is true of those at the Battery, which uro

winding, and thus uro doubly perilous. By law the
company is bound to cover the platforms at its stationswith suitable roots. This provision lias not
yet been tully complied with if construed in the most
liberal sense, and the ijuestion might be raised
whether the staira are not properly a part of llie
platforms. At all events, it ia necessary that they
should he sheltered from the freezing rain and snow.
At present it la a great ri"k for any lady to trust herself.with her fact clad in narrow-soled and highlieelodslioos, to such treacherous ascents as these arc
sure to be in wintry weather.

os TUK BfVKW.
On the rivers there was considerable ice, hut

mostly in plAcea that interfered little with travel.
Hnrh'iu Biver was almost free from ice an I from
vvitter as well, for the long, strong west wind had
blown out so much ni the latter that the steamboats
were obliged to laud their passouger* from tb< ir
upper decks.a thing which rarely occurs. The Kills r
were jammed with ice, and the dock of the huge
steamer Maryland, at Port Morris, was so full that
she lay at noon on tlm opposite shore loaded w ith
freight that should have been discharged in the
morning, unable to make her landing. Hell Gate
was clear, and the channel to the Sound as far as the
eye could reach was unobstructed. The cove in Astoria,and generally all the little bays and coves in
the East liiver were tilled with rakes of
ice that the ebb and llow of the tide
had both left. The river from the Batteryto Hunter's Point wus almost free from ice, and
the boats ran with few interruptions on all the terrieson that side of Gotham. The water, however,
M'as unusually low, and at some of tliu ferries loaded
teams were not allowed to cross for several hours
lest it should prove Impossible to land them. The
wind and tide had carried the ice away from that
channel, uud the troubles of the Bong Islam tors were
over at least for the time. Off tile Battery there was
a very considerable lield of floating ice, which lay for
some hours swaying to and fro, aud interfering some-
WI1IU Willi mi- irunii: uu uiu ouuuji niuu lurnre, kju

Htaten Island there was some trouble, but mostly ou
account of low water. The ice field at tlio Buttery
was iu the afternoon carried dowu the bay.
The western side of the city was uot as fortunate.

On the ferries to New Jersey there was some littlo
delay, though at the Idberty and Cortlaudt street ferriesthe boats ran almost regularly, in two or
three instances it was said that an hour was consumediu a trip ordinarily luado in fifteen minutes,
but this was uot the rule. The effects of ruuniug
through tho Ice ou the previous day were plainlyvisibleon the inost of tho ferryboats, which had tho
copper ou their hulls damaged more or less aud their
wheel buckets broken, some of them badly. At the
Chambers street ferry boats were kept running all
through i'riduv night, though some of the trips were

very long. Off Fifty-ninth street a shoet of ice extendingalmost aecross the river lay for several hours, £
but wus at length broken by the wind and tide. f

incidents and casualties. j c

Besides the two deaths reported in the morning at 1
the Coroners' office a grout number of frozen fingers, t
ears and noses were reported, though not entered ex- «

ceptiug iu some of the hospital rocordJ. A few falls t
ou the slippery pavements were happily unattended 1
witn serious results, and the damage to life and limb <

wus ou the whole less thau New York might reasons- i
bly have expected. The accidents to the shipping, 1
wliilc not. as serious us they might have been, were |
very numerous. As the Wall street ferryboat Clintou {
left Brooklyn at eight A. At. she was toreed by the t
ice against a schooner anchored near the slip. The <

schooner's prow broke the shed covering the gentle- 1
men's cabin on the Clinton, making a hide about four
feet square. No one on board was hurt, aud the
Clintou made the trip without further accident.

wal.kino on the ice.
A number of foolhardy persons, among them a i

policeman iu uniform, ventured some distance from
shore on the trcaoiieroits surface presented by the
jammed np blocks of ice, but so far hs known none '
mot with the fato they might have expected. The 1
policeman was seen fully a furlong from the foot of ,

llairlay struct, but the officers ou snore ilut not Know

why ho had gone out. A man, prudently carrying a

long balance pole, wan seen to go out Iroin C'ortlandt
street in the morning and wuIk to a lighter near the
Jersey shore. Two men walked out. apparently for
amusement, from Chambers etruet nearly to the open
water In the middle of the river, but returned sandy.
Three boys, who attemuted a similar teat near by,
were carried down the river a eonstderaiile distance
on a large cake of ice and were picked up by u tug.
The rise in temperature, which was hailed with so

gr. at delight and which will probably end the cold
snap, was steady during the day, tiio rise being from
S degrees above zero at three A. M. to 'JH degrees above
at three P. M. Later in the afternoon it grew colder
again, but 110 such severity ot cold followed as on the
previous night.

FKOZF.N TO DKATH.
There is a vacant and exposed lot of ground on First

avenue between Kiglity-eighth and I-Ughty-niuth
streets which was covered in by a high hank of snow
during the recent storm. Yesterday Officer Hughes,
of the Twenty-third precinct, wuile patroltng his
post had his curiosity aroused by espying what appearedto be the sleeve of a man's coat stretched
above the snow ni the centre of the plot ot ground
referred to. Fpon investigating it was discovered j
that a man had been caught lit the storm and frozen
to death. The body was removed to the station 1

house anil subswiucutly identified as that of Thomas j.
McCormack, a recent inmate of the Poorhouse on ,

Black will's lalaad.
Margaret Caughlin was found dead in a shanty yes- f

terduy ut No. :IIJ East Forty-seventh street, from ex- n

posnre and cold.
Mrs. Kenny, residing at No. 3S0 Hicks street,

llrooklyn, found her four mouths' old baby dead by *

her side at four o'clock yesterday morning. It had t
kicked ita covering oil' and frozen to ueath. j

TROCHEE AMONG THE SHIPPING.A STRANGE ,

SIGHT ON THE NORTH RIVER OCEAN STEAM-
<

SHIPS FROZEN IN THEIR MOCKS TtTGUOATE

MAKING FORTCNES. I j
A large nutniier of ocean steamships were delayed

by the ice, which so choked up the basins and docks
that many were unable to get their cargo on b >ard,
the ice preventing the lighters from approaching the
ships' sides. Many of the steamers ou the
North River wrre actually frozen in, which is
a tiling that rarely occurs to ocean steamships. The
loss in a ship's delay is enormous, that of a Euro-

pean vessel being about $],(NH)a day and of a coast-
wise steamer about fftoo. Added to this is the lucon-
venieiiee to passengers and the public in general.
The following is all account of the steamers pre-

VeillPU inilll I'iilllll^ ^rinrmnj 17 un »> , .

'I'll® ateatncr Aneboria, of tlit' Anchor lino, for
Olaagow, waa prevented from nailing bjr the delay in
her ciirgo. 'J ho lighter* loaded with grain could nut
roach lo r, and the voaael licraelf wa» flrnily frozen
in the dock at pur 40. A number of tnga t"iod to

free hot ttoni the ire, bill, il la au denao at.
t lila point of tho river that Kin ia not likely to anil
hetoro Monday. The Alaatm. of tlio aanie line, ia
frozen faat at tier dock, and it tvaa iinpoaalhlc for tlio
freight barge* to get near enough to unload. Mjo
Iiuh lieeii iaul over until Monday.
The Kteamer Aatilaiul, which win to have nulled yea-

terdiiy for Florida, haa not arrived from 1'hUndclphfa,
and it ia auppoaed that Kite ha* l>een frozen in on tlio
trip. Her cargo ia on the dock ready for ahlpnieut.
Tile ateamer tfreeee, of the Natiounl line, ia lying

at pier :ttt Sort li Hirer, unable either to get lier earn'
on lionrd or to ilmvo from tJiedoek. All day toga
ploughed around the vi'khcI in an endeavor to break
the lee, hut little waa aeei iupli>hed. 'J'he captain ia
confident of Hailing to-morrow, however. The Spain,
of the aame line, la iiIko frozen iii mid unable to loud,
The Inconvenience ami expeitae of tho delay in very
great, and the Spain will make iui effort to lireak the
"freeze" this morning.
Two of Mallory'a eoaetwiae atenmera were delayed

fiv Hit. ii>i. Tin. I'itv nf filn <t h t ii I ft i. fur Sniltli Aiium--

ica, wa* wedged In hy tin* large cnkta of tee which
the nor'wenter IihiI driven to tmat aide
of the rlter. Jl<r cargo la nil «'H board.
Tim f'aroiidelet wnn also iblajrml liccaii««
her eargu did not arrivi on account ot the ice. Tho
City ot IVking ol ilit; 1'iu iltc .Mall Mteuinahip Colo-
patty, waft delayed, and did o t nail by reanoit nt the
let! Ill the river. The lievotl. Ot the (treat >Ventem
linn uld not nhII, a* the lieigiit bargee were l'ruxeu
ill and could not lie moved.
A lew ot the ateaniera were lortillnite en<dlgh to

hreak tin lock and gam tree water. The North tti-rinatiLloyd ateatoer (Met- panned out aately and tin-
City ot iterllu, ot the Ionian Hue. The (teinial
ahituey, of Morgan'* JaoitaiatiH and Texan Mtoain-
whip Company, iiad aotiio ilttthnlty in cutting
through the ice, hut, with the annlatnncc of tttgi,
cleared htmcU. The bacuiuaii, el tho buruuuuh and
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Florida line, also cut through tbo ice to maritime I a

liberty. | t

At almost every pier a tug or other vessel was t
frozen, and the Boston boat at pier 11 was Wbouml a

on Friday and cannot yet get out. ! u

Tint steamer Sew Orleans, of the Cromwell litie, s

arrived at pier D on Thursday night at eight c

o'clock and ran aground at the low tide. The a

vessel was cat a-eorncrcd on pier 11 anil remainedin that position all day Friday f<
and yesterday, with the wind and cold weather freea- h
iug her in flruiiy. By the aid of tugs situ left her «

dock yesterday at noon and crossed over to Jersey C
City. Here a full head of steam was gotten ti]> and d
the vessel started for her dock. The swift velocity of ci

the steamer broke the lee, but the vessel bad to go o

into dock at six o'clock last evening bow tlrst. In ai

making her dock she slightly damaged a freight barge. 11
On some of the steamers the passenger* were taken m

on board and will be kept until they start. A ureal
many, however, refuse to accept this privilege, and tl
ire stopping in hotel* in preference. Each line bear* pi
Hie expense occasioned l>y the delay both us to
freight and passengers. 11 was on this considerationthat several of the steamers made
strenuous efforts to leave their docks. Those on fh>lerseyside have no dilliculty and clear readily, but "

those on the east side are helplessly last. Another Y<
treat obstacle to the sailing of the steamers is the 01

scarcity of tugs, which all secluod to be employed,
the owners of the unemployed ones deuiaudiug ex- is
irbitant prices for their service. It is likely thut the
lock will be partially broken to-morrow.

Sol.Nl> STKAMKUS IN A H.tOttT.
The gale on hong Island Sound is reported by

Jilots to have been the worst experienced in mauy
>eats. 'Ihe ilerco and trce/.iug wind which swept
rum the west and north piled up the sea terribly.
Hid for twenty-four hours rendered navigation im- bs
possible, for small crntr and exceedingly dangerous p,
or the Urge Sound st atucrs.
The Klin City, o' the New Haveu lino, was the flrst *

"arrive yesterday morning, being live hours late. 'J1
the experienced some trouble in getting out of New
iaveu, having to work her way through the heavy ice
nthe harbor tor a considerable distance, ami accounts j"
or the principal part of her delayed time by that
act, though kept back a great deal by the wind and ;
ua. The Ice is reported to be worse in New Haveu
tarbor than at any point on the Sound and threatens J'1
o close the harbor.

1,1

The City of Hartlord, of the Norwich and Hartford >>L

the, arrived last night, over twelve hours behind
ime. She was not able to make her way through .!
he Sound on Friday, and l>ad to wait for the storni a

o blow itself out before starting.
Utl i'oini ) IUI1U1 Tiio ({ate was ien wnii greaiusi. u.

or.e, Tin- steamer OM Colony failed to stem the
ea off the l'omt, aud had to put back iuto Newport
intil yesterday looming. She arrived here lust
light.
The Narragansett, of the Stouiugtou line, wan livo

lours late. She was washed by the sou; the spray
>n her deck and sides is frozen an inch thick. On her
rrivul she was delayed nearly three hours in making
lor pier by two railroad floats that were frozen in at in
icr lauding. vi.
The Eleetra, of the Boston and Providence line, was
he only steamer that was able to cope with thn sea %c'

iff' Point Judith during the gale, but she was obliged lo;
o put into .New London afterward and wait more tu
avorabln weather. She should have been here Friday
uorning, but did not arrive until yesterday noon. 11,1

Officers of the arriving steamers report little ice on a 1
he north shore of the Sound and none on the south ,u
hore. New Haven Is the only point where there is .

ce in any considerable quantity. The iee that lias 11

o tar ilritted troin the bays ot the north shore lias th
iffered no inipcdimeut to navigation.
During tlie severity of the storm the various bar- j,j

)ors ot tlie Sound were tilled with schooners and w]
loops that had songlit shelter, but no wrecks or rl]
lamagc were reported. Tlie officers of the different ( ,
loinpanics are couilileut that steamers will be regti- H1]
arly despatched and received this week. jK

AGROUND ON DIAMOND 11KKF. ,ul
The British ship Bonanza, Captain Churchill, re- *a
Hived her clearance papers for Antwerp on Thursday
aiit, and he had intended to put to sea at once, but ]u
or the late stormy weather. At ten o'clock yesterday ar
uorning the Bonanza left her berth at liarbeck's
itores, Brooklyn, where she had been loaded with
,'rain. While going down the harbor aud off the tli
ninth ferry, in tow of two tugs, she ran vt
(ground on Diamond Beef, a rock lying in al]
lie stream about three hundred yards from the South t.
urry slip. The vessel remained 011 the rock six M)
lours, awaiting the rising of the tide to float her, ca
luring which she received four heavy thumps on the t)i
'ock. Captain Churchill did not think it safe to put tilerto sea after receiving such heavy thumps, so he u,
eturned with her to her berth at Hurbock stores last J,,
iveuiug, where she will be unloaded anil the extent Ht
>f the damage done to the ship's bottom ascertained. ce
?rom present appearanees the vessel is hut little
njured. .t

ovkbduk stkamshu's.
There would seem to he 110 cause for anxiety in re- {a

[ard to the steamer Abyssinia, due at this port tr
rom Liverpool lust Wednesday. A Hi; itami reporter j,t
-ailed at the ofllce of the Cunard Steamship Com- 0)
iany, No. 4 Howling Qreen, yesterday afternoon, and t),
here ascertained that 110 apprehensions what- 0f
iver are felt by the company on account of ar
lie steamer being overdue, as neither the tli
t'rcnch nor Herman steamer, which sailed t,.
m the sauie day as the Abyssinia lias yet arrived. It (j(
s believed that all three of these ships encountered
icavy weather on their westward voyage, but no ltiis(iviugsuro felt as to their safety. Mr. Fraucklyn,
jeneral agent of the Cunard line, is rather inclined
:o the belief that the Abyssinia may have been n

-ouple of hundred miles otT the bur for the past
orty-eight hours, waiting for the gale to subside.

111
DELAYED MAILS. I

The mails continue to come iu irregularly. The b]
Homing mail from the West, due in thin city on Fri- n|
lay, did not reach New York until yestorduy morn- el

ug. one day late, and the regular mail arrived two
lours subsequently. Foreign mails, now overdue .l
our days, are expected by the Cuuard steamer Abys- hi

linia, tne French steamer Labrador and the German H'

iteatiier Suevia. The Bremen steamer Donau, White '

itar steamer Germanie and Iniuau steamer City ot
>iew York are expected every moment.
A train of postal cars w as made up yesterday after»oonat Syracuse and left there with a heavy mail for J"

his city at two o'clock. This was the tlrst Iruiu from V'
hat point tor two days. There was no eomic -tiou
vith the West beyond Syracuse. Mr. Jackson, Supornteudentof the Xtailway Mail Service, received a ile- "

ipatrh yesterday atternoon from Cunastota stating
hut a nuinher of mails lor Troy, I'tlca and New
fork, which were in the express car ot the wrecked
rail) anil not iu churgt of the 1'ost Office Department,
lad been burned. No details Were received.
Postmaster .lames last evening issued tbe follow

gapodal nottoa:.
Uaiis lor Great Britain and the Continent of d

Europe will be desputciicd on Monday by tdeuinship .
tuclioria, closing at one 1'. M. Supplementary mails i»

it two P. M. THOMAS L. JAMES, Postmaster. p
tl

IN JKUHF.Y.

During the passage of the cold wave the mercury u

n Patarsou thermometers at times indicated a

ciupcrature of all the way from live to eight dajrcesbelow zero, according to location. Numerous
asualties are reported resulting from this unwonted

it. ..ultli.,. L.. Hf
""J I

itUldUaiu for the l'axxale lee Company, H
iliout one-quarter were dixubh-d and several were p
to overcome by tho cold, ao nearly frozen to death, t'

but they had to be conveyed to their homes in vo-
*

iiU'lca. The men were frostbitten ill the handa, feet, h

egs and other portions of their bodies; their ears t'
net noses were frozen ill sonic inataneea so that '*

;hey presented a aorry sight. One colored man, U1

loh'u Itoppm, win- precipnated into the lake Hl

dnoiigh an aociduut and ruiiie out elad
in a coat of shining mall. At the other ponda und
lakes. where ice cutting was in progress by tho Con- <'
uuiers' and otlier companies, tho Milleriugs of tho h
workmen were Intense and many were, disutded.
On Friday nlglit a iiiuu wax driving Up Main atreet,

I'ateraou, when lie wax obaerved suddenly to topple
Irnm Ilia aeat and fall in the mow, wham lie lay
motiouless und apparently llfeleaa. lie wiin earned
into a drug atore and resuscitated. Ho proved to be
tin driver of a wagoli lielouglng to the lakdl Clunil ..

ui Works, and iiad rode ull tile way from the powder
worka. lie xaiil that lie had felt the nioxt rxerueiat- tr
lug agony from the cold, but Just before be fell had n
begun to feel "quitecomfortable." > j,
John MeAliatcr, a tramp, wax frozen nearly to

death on Friday night lu walking from Lodl to J'ax ),
sale City. Win n picked up on the ldi.hwuv, alioiit f,

I»H. I- I. Ii.ee lie lei,I I, ml e,.l, .e 111H«. i.

lies*. His feet and leg*.tin latter a* high "! at ,j,
above tli© knees.were no badly frozen that II l» Hl
thought tin y will liavi to be amputated.
A colored woman named Sham tVlittakwr went from

Paturaou to Hackeitsiu-k on Thursday ni^lit to attend
a bull. Sbo started to walk hack to l'ldcrmili alter
midnight. nod. being Intoxicated, tell by the road-
aide ami wa« frozen to deatll. Hbe ana discovered
next morning and taki u baek to Harkeiisack, from 11
w liiell town sou bail not proceeded more than one
mile and a quarter. jj
On Friday the wind tillroofed a portion of tlio

greenhouse of Mr. J. tV. Ayre*. florist. at lllverside,
ami over $500 worth of choice plant* were frozen,
riieau were a portion of a lot of 10,boo plant* wnb'lt
had Just been purchased by * Muriat of tin* olty and
which had not yet been deliver© i. o

r
ON LONO INLAND. j,

The weather waa intensely cold on I.ong Island. »

lee made rapidly and completely closed moat of tlio

bays, hemming In the Mailing craft. The (treat a

,South bay, ironi baby Ion almost to Fire Island |,
beach, la frozen over. Oyateriug and clamming have «

been entirely suspended. Tim oyater dealers are ap- J1
prebeiisive that thousand* ot bushels of oyx- t
tern will be killed by tho lee in tdiallow *

places If It ineroaM«M In thickness sitf- "

flcieiitly to Mettle unbroken with the falling tide.
Not a sail was to lie seen any where yesterday. The *

beat which left flak Island for tallp en Friday, about *'

the safely ef wbleli iitieri In iislon «ns felt m lliibv- !
lull, IM'ilHIMI' xhn tllxtippuArod betore xtll' llH-i tiniH to
iiiiilt<'linlf the (liHtmii'f, wax yextoriUy Axri rtalnwl to
be suit*, lowing txturniil to (ink Ixlnml.

TIio weathui' wax particularly Miivire on the rnllroniix.At Whltoxtntip *ti aiTiil«iit nmirrrit which
wracked ii |ik (iitmtlve, nnd the engineer hud a nArrow
exrupu with lilx life, too flri'tilAii xnvmg IiIiiiacU hv
j11111X''1»off- I''"' "'"ill wliIt'll tuft t'ollege Point
tor Wlntuxtoiiu Ht tin nilnutt'A pAnt ight tried I
to make A living xwlti'h, Mint the lot omotlvn
11 in 1 to rttu up priulu to romdi the turntable, '

tho can running up to tliu depot '
uu I;
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nothcr track. One rail anapped In two. and
Um forward j>art turned over, The locomotive wan

liruwu oil' aud down au embankment of uiuc foot,
lid was liadl) wrecked. As tlie train wax to liave
la-le the return trip to New York, travel was impoallilefor aevcr&l houra, and thoae wlioae buaiueaa
impelled tbciu to ho in Now York bad lo journey liy
tn^c to Pluaniun*
Oti Friday night the train which left Heiupateud
>r Hunter's Point at nine o'clock, and which wan to
avu returned to Hempstead ut u ijuarter past twelve,
an thrown from the track at the (iardcu |
ity junction by the anew, which hud ,
riiteil and froacn. Tim locomotive and three
irs went off bo badly tbut it wax not until acven 1

'clock yeaterday morning that they were righted l
ad the ro.ul opened to travel. The men employed at
le spot HtWIercd terribly throughout the uight, 1

lauy having their feet and liaudK badly frozen. 1
raina were blockaded on the Glen Cove branch, and <

le r ad from ltockaway to the beach ia still im- 1
laaahlt t

THE HI'DNON FROZEN. 1

For the first time within tile laat twenty years the J
intHou Iliver was «o ilrmly frozen over oppoaite i

inkers aa to admit of x>L'debtriana crossing over it 1

J the ice. "

Ttnj Hudaon Iliver between Turrytown and Nyack j
brained by ice live luchcts thick. *

a steamship ashore. 1

Yathack, L. I., Jiin. 4, 1R7!».
The propeller Vindicator, from Fall River, Mass.,
mini for Philadelphia, caino ashore on the outer
ir this morning about tivo o'clock, at Smith's Point, ''

I., two miles from tho the village of Mastoc, and 1

iout twenty miles east of Fire Island light. Tho f

Use of tho aecident was in eonseiiuenoo of tho 1
lating ieo preventing her steering apparatus from f
irking properly. There, were no passengers, uml
crew were all saved and brought ashore this af- t

moon in a boat eoiumamlo.l by tho life-saving sta- v
>u men. At the time the vessel struck
o of the sailors, thiuking she might go to £
eees. jumped overboard, swam ashore and wore
ken care of by iueu of Station 17. She lies head v
and is not leukiug. None of in r cargo, which is a n

nerul one, bus boon thrown overboard, and unless j
e wind should change to the southeast she will in
probability bo Moated to-morrow, j

I
iilhoad traffic suspended at buffai.o.

no trains to the west -immense snow

drifts.

[by telegraph to the herald.]
Buffalo, Jan. 4, 1879.

s
The storm that commenced here early on Thursday ^
urning still continues, although not with the great t
nlenco of tho tirst two days. The wind has con- i
rtcd t)ic hitherto level country into hills and val- J1
ps, and ttio scenery presented is weirdly pic- «

rosque. An army of men are clearing the walks
d streets and toams are drawing away the snow. On
evel the snow is four feet deep and the drifts in
any places iu the city are from eight to ilftoou feet,
le thermometer marks 'in degrees above /.cro and
e indications are that the storm will cease a

to-morrow morning. Tho railroads aro all
ocked, with the exception of the Canada Southern,
iiicli is enabled to get trains Into (he eity by
uuiug into the Krie street depot. Tho New York
uitral Company has succeeded, liy the aid of u 0
low plough and thirteeu engines, in getting its snowmudtrniu to the eity: but as soop us they v

iNsed through the suow drifts the track again hemecovered to the depth of several foot, and tho ^
ticials decided it was useless to attempt the stnrtgof any trams. All trains on the Krie llailroad E
e abandoned. J

a csano ok hwf.epkbs MtKSINfJ.
Mr. Charles Calligun. master of transportation of
lis road, went out to the OenoRec street crossing
sturday morning with a gang of men to shovel I,
low. Neither Mr. Calligun nor the men have since
>en seen or heard of. Passengers who were on the
lowboiind train have succeeded In reaching I.au- s'

ster, and are tiuding good accommodations among
ie inhabitants of that town. The Niagara Falls .

ain is snow bound at the Main street crossing, some
iree miles out of the eity, and the thirty passengers a

ivo gone to private residences. The passengers on
lother train, snowbound at Stafford, also sucededin getting apartments in private houses. y

On the l.akc Shore alt trains are abandouwl. The
oek train which was slatted at Famlium's has been f
awn to Silver Creek and the cattle unloaded and ..

ken cure ot. The passengers on the snowbound
aiu at Dunkirk are being taken cure of by the com- m

my. Au attempt was made at uoou to-day to work a
i the Buffalo, New York and Philadelphia road, hut
ie men were compellod, on account of the severity e

the storm, to return to the city. No mails huve t
rived in the city since Thursday, except the one on s

c New York Central, brought in with the released f
ain. Western bound mails were forwarded by the
inada Southern Railroad.

*

a

ANOTHER STORM IN PROGRESS.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Buffalo, N. Y., Jan. 5.12:!W) A. M.

Contrary to exportation, the storm lias taken a

iw lease of life, an<l at this writing (half-past
reive o'clock A. M.) It is snowing anil
lowing as furiously as ever. The railroad
ttclal* have become discouraged battling with the
omenta, and have ceased all efforts to remove obructionsto travel. Snuiild the storm continue untlierday we will be in a state of siege worse than that
( Christmas week. Several gentlemen arrived
are this evening iroin Niagara Kails,
uuu having come through by sleigh,
thors footing it tho entire distance. Tney
port mouutains of snow between this city
id the fulls, and that the railroad is
nriod in litany places under twenty feet, of
low. The poor or this city are suffering untold
lisery on account of the utter inability of humaniiriunsto reach them.

ETWEEN THREE AND FOUR THOUSAND FREIGHT
CARS BLOCKED.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD. ]
Albany, N. Y., dan. 4. 1H7!».

Tho first train which lias arrived here from Hyrauscsince early yesterday cumc in to-night. it was

rawn by three locomotives, and looked as ntiteh
sed up as if it had made u trip across the continent,
ailway men estimate the number of freight ears
lockaded between Syracuse and Buffalo at between
liree uud four thousand.

ONTINUANCE OF TUF. SNOW BLOCKADE AROUND
WATERTOWN. ]

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD. J
WatkbToww, N. Y., via Ohweoo, .Jan. 4, 1870.

The storm continues. The St. Lawrence ltivcr is
till open. The Home, Watertowu aud Ogdcnsburg
lailruad hss been blocked for two days, and the
robabllity is that it will remain so some

me. The company is doing nothing aud
ill not try to open the road til! fair
-rather comes. The road from litre to Cape Vincent
us not been operated since December XI. Passenger
raiua on the Ultra and Black ltivcr r<>ad are running
II right. The country roa Is in Northern New York
re simply impassable. Business of nil kinds is at a
landstili. To-night the barometer shows 211:«) and
rising. The thermometer records 22 degrees above
ro. It has snowed every day for seventeen days,
tiring winch time the sun lias not shone for half'uu
our.

NO TI1AINH FltOM THE WEST.

[BY TKLKOllArH TO THE HF.IUED.]
HyracUsk, N. Y., Jan. 4. 1870.

The Oswi-go. Northern, lltiigliaiiiton ami Clienaiigo
alley railroads continue snow bound, ail having
alns stuck fast in the deep drifts. No attempts were

(

ode to-day to start trains over any of these lines. The
vo evening trains 011 the Central, bringing pap rs
ud mails, arrived to-ulght from New York about ,111
our overdue. No trains have arrived from the West
ir forty-eight hours, u tied entirely new in the ]
(story of the New Y'ork Central. There is an average
i-ptli of snow in this region of four feet. Drills ten
ad fifteen feet deep 11 re common.

NEW YORK CENTRAL TRAINH ABANDONED.
At'iitJitN, N. Y., .Ian. 4, 1870.

All trains 011 (he southern aud Valium branch of
to New York Central lliilroad have burn abandoned.

tJBlNEHH BEUIOIHLY IMPEDED IN OSWKIM)

COUNTY.
Oswnoo, N. Y., Jan. 4, 1870.

Despatchs* worn published hern to-day from varl- |
ns part* of the county relative to the storm. The
nails urn every where blockaded and business Is susetided.At Handy Creek there Is threat sulTeriUK for
rant of provisions, wood and kerosene. ,

At I.awsoii's Station, on the Delaware, Iaieknwanna
nd Western road, twenty-five passengers arc snow-

ound. At Central sonare, on tlie Midland and MyrsuseNorthern l oads, the snowbanks are ton to fit Usui
net deep, and tlio hotels are tilled wltn hoiiienn k
ravelb s. Al Hannibal, on the Western division of
lie Rome, Wstertown and OgdonsbtlfK road, the
torm l« the severest known within the recollection
if any ul the present residents. The train which srlveiithere 'iliiii'Mday from Niagara fulls liaa been
handoiieil at WHIiamstown. lite snow is |i||eil
I|1 Oil tlio streets from fifteen to twenty feet
« « !>. Tim merchant* lire getting short <>r
irovlsion*. At Mexico tlio road* lire iyi]>*HMiil>le and
iiikIiicmh I* hiimi. The school* dosed jrnl. nl*)hiuccount ut the storm.

BAT.TIMORE AXI> OHIO RAILROAD OPP.X.
llAhTIMOIlK, .fun. 4, !«"!».

ro tii k Enrron or tui Hkiialu:.TheIhtlttliiore ninl Ohio lUflrnad ntul nil Its
tranches continue entirely free from nil obstruction*
roiu *now or ice. Train* for Cincinnati, Louisville,
It. Louis ami Chicago have been running with limit

jE sheet.
usual regularity. Chicago divisions have not been
troubled with snow thus tar this winter.

L. M. COLE.

ICS IMPEDING NAVIGATION AT NOUFOLK.

[BT TEUiGItATH TO THE HEltALD.]
Norfolk, Va.. Jan. 4, 1h79.

The weather to-day is tho most severe for muuy
sinters. The harbor is frozen ueross and navigationis generally impeded. A man named Edward
iVood, r< siding in Berkley. was frozen to
leath this morning, while exposed in a

mat in the river. The truckers are

ery apprehensive of great damago to their early
ilauts. The steamer N. P. Banks started for Mathews
ouuty this morning at the usual hour, but after
iroceeding as far as Port Norfolk and finding the ice
oo thick in the harbor to proceed returned to her
vliarf. The steamer Wyauoke, which left City Point
list evening at »ix o'clock, did not arrive tn tho harbor
intil noon to-day. The steamer Nortoik, of tho
lyde line, due here from Philadelphia last night, has
lot yet arrived. The steamer Accomae did not come
ip from Hampton this morning, and the New York
teaiucr liiohmond, which left for Uichmoud last
'olit r.thipiictl t.it>il:iv_ ttniiimr th« ii»u too tliiuk ill
hi- Jauies River to force a passage. 1

TIE JAMES RIVER BLOCKED AND BUSINESS
SUSPENDED.

Richmond, Va., Jan. 4, lS7t>.
The thermometer this morning was down to B

tegrees above zero. The weather moderated during
he day, hut this evening the temperature is again
ailing. Reports from along the Chesapeake and Ohio
tnilroad, west of Charlotterille, indicate a range of
rom 2 to 12 degrees below zero. The express train due
icre this morning was behind tinm live hours. The
lorthern mail, duo at thirty-tlve minutes pust eleven,
ias delayed nearly three hours. Reports from other
mints in the western portions of the Stute show
iiniiar effects of the cold snup.
The river from this city to its mouth is blocked

rith ice ami navigation is eoiupletoly suspended,
lie canal is also blocked with ice along its whole
eiigtll.
The Tredegar iron works, flouring mills and other

ndiistrics dependent upon water supply have been
oived to Buspend operations.

KNOWING IN TEXAS. (
[BY TELEORAPH TO THE HERALD.]

Marshall, Jan. 4. 18711. J
Winter has set in with us in earnest. There has

carcely been a day for a week that we have not 1

iod more or less ice and frozen ground, with
he thermometer running from 3A down to 18. Durnglast night the ground froze hard and it eoiutieucedsnowing, and now. nt three o'eloek P. M.,
here is an average of from nine to ten inches of
now on a level.

SLEET AND HAIL AT PEN8ACOLA, FLA.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Penhacola, Jan. 4, 1879.

The weather here is intensely eold, with steady
howers of sleet and hall. (

SJjfcjltjr.tlJ INCt JNUlfcjS.

Although the eold has been intense, still tlio lovers
f the "snow path" have kept their horses at work
rith a vim and endurance truly wonderful.
The regular daily poors of the road, such as Messrs.
anderbilt, the Bonncrs, Tnrnbull, Kip, Weeks,
Inapp, Eastman, Corey, Ayres, Woods, Work, Dewoy,
Kearney, Oriswold and the others, have been enjoylgto the full the present fall of snow.

Among the fastest horses which have been out lias
ecu Vulcan, who, piloted by Mr. John H. Harbeck,
bowed some very flue and fast brushes over the
now.
Little Mamie B, driven by Mr. Allie Bonner, proved
erself a capital sleigh horse, and as fast as the wind
t times.
Tommy, Lady Snell and Lady Lowe, showed some

ronderful dashes of speed.
Dan Mace sharpened the trotting wonder, Hopeul,aud he took a morning Jog on the snow. The
ttle gray seems pleased with the work. Knapp,
ho drives him, says the little fellow feels like taking
brush occasionally, hut he thinks that Hopeful had

nough rallying during the last trotting campaign
0 last him until next summer, when he expects to
ec him beat every trotting horse that is on the track,
lither in harness or to wagon.
On Friday Dan Macu drove li's chestnut mare, and

,lso the brown gelding Big StriSer. Dan announced
hat he was ready to trot with any one down the
oad, and ho says lie don't think luucn of gentlemen
vho have fast horses hut arc afraid to trot for fear
hat they may he beaten. Dan says he likes the
ilarbork style on the road, as these gentlemen never
efuse to go up the road aud "turn" with unyhody.
Mr. Smith, representing the Knickerbocker stable,

sent a very fast clip with his dapple gray man1.
At one time, on Friday, there were in Dan Maee's

diop getting on their snow shock Loamlcr, Lyauiidcr,
aptain Jack. Lady Snell, Tommy Moore, Hopeful,
Lady Lowe, Orient, .Jack, Jim /Big Stridor, llinlie,
Jin en, Captain Jake Vaiiderhlltf* famous bluck team,
Victor, star. Stiletto and some ithers.
On the St. Nicholas avenue Mr. Walker was driving

Ills tine trotting teatn; W. Johnson was behind a

{ray: Captain McDonald sat behind a pair of bays;
Mr. Stiucr drove u speedy hay gelding.
The Oraud Central stables were represented by Mr.

?hotwell, who drove a sorrel and black; Mr. Cammocksat behind George Miller and mute; Mr. Finch
Irove a line chestnut; Mr. Hass his last mare; Mr.
Autos Littell his good hay mare; Mr. Luguiutz his
'hestnut gelding: Mr. J. H. Morrey his last black
{elding, and Mr. Whituey was behind his hay team.
Mr. Samuel 'i'ruesdell was out with his big brown

horse, which is a remarkably nice one and can trot
1 mile in 2 M.
George Alien, from the American Club stables, sat

'osily behind his Wisconsin teaui, which was attachedto a light Brewster sleigh of the most exjulsitedesign and workmanship. The running part
md pole arc painted carmine and the body black, t he
tuahions and trimmings are also in excellent taste.
Charles W. Barker had out ills flyers, the Hamhletonluiimarcs Komp and Flirt. They can heat 2:40

handily. Later in the nay Mr. Barker was out with
liis pacing pony Trifle, that lias a record of 2:32't to
wagon.
K ,J. Connelly was out with a flue Kentucky geldinguurmsl Irish Boy, and lie afterward was seen l»ehindhis last mare .Maggie Darling.
C. l'rable was enjoying himself behind his bay

horse Kd. ltlley.
Mr. W. Beldeti, the banker, drove his splendid

trotting team, man g"lding Honest Harry (record
and Little Alien (record 2:21)). The team

moved very rapidly up the road.
Mr. Gilley, of Forty-sixtn street, and a party of

Irlenda were out behind a black and gray team, and
eeiued to enjoy the sleighing very much.
Mr. John 11. ilurl»-ek tried his last purchase on the

mow. the cheatniit marc Ktliel, by Meeaciiger Uurno,
luiu by Wild irishman, unit wax milch j>1« aaed with
the "clip" ahe allowed liiin.

.Mr. William K. Vaiiderbilt'a family alcigli la of the
Kuaao-llrcwater pattern, trimmed with red pluinca.
Ilia groom aita on a aaddle and in dreaaetl completely
la lure, Kiiaaian atyle. The horaca arc bava.
0. Vandcrvicr'afamily alcigli la of the Canada atylo;

Imy horaca, with waving plumea.
Mine, Corac haa a l.rewatcr pattern family alrigh,

with white atripej brown horaca.
Mr. W. H. Vanderbilt'a family alcigli ia a Hrewatcr,

Kiiaaiuu atyle; buy horaca.
11, C. Valentine liaa a tamily alcigli of the firewater

imttern, with hay horaca.
Mr. tleorgi l>e Koreat llrant liaa a pledge of ilie

Firewater pattern and a team ot rlieatnilta.
Mr. J. 1'. Kcriiocliati'a tamily ride in a alcigli of the

lirewMter pattern, drawn by u ahowy pair of roan
tioraea.
Mr. V. A. Havcineyer'a family alnigli la of a bold,

plaint dealgn, I mull by lirewaier.

BASEBALL ON THE ICE.

MVKl.Y HCKNKM ON THK I'ROHPKCT PABK I.Ah K.

TOO WINDY FO« MUCH KNJOYMKNT.

The lake In I'roapeet l'ark. ltrooklyu, wan thronged
reaterday by thoiiaauda of akatera. ltopea and dan-
'er signal* showed that direct coimutiuhat Ion with
he southern extremity of tin- lake was not to lie hail,
tml those. who cared to wituoaa tiie game of bast ball
which was aimotlilooU to takr place there in the aftersoon1>H<1 to remove tlinlr skate* and lurske the greater
portion of the passage on toot. The air was so keen
in to keep every one away whoso interest lu the
{ante dtd not umotint to a passion, so that the miniiterof speetator* was Ity no ineaua large. Around
[he edge of the lake, wllieh ia hero several roods In
width, rose a sparse border of low and leafless
trees, III let'sParsed with scrawny hits ol' limwn
shrubbery, shivering In the wind. Slretehiug
nut irom the shore w«* a deep fringe
of snow, and the lro/en surface of the water was
I'ovel'ed here and there with white patches ol varying
length and breadth, but a uniform depth of two or 1
three lie lies, tin the ground adjoining the field
wllieh had bean marked out for the gslue stood the
uncovered lieams and rafters of a slimmer house, and '

In front of tills were fattened three or four unpatnted r
wooden lu nettes. In the foreground wen tlie eighteen
plajcraand a tew spcetators, whose enthusiasm tor
a while bid deflanee to elementary lilseotntorts.
Away off Its the distance seme hsll a doweti skaters, i
With tiaeks to tile wind and overeouta expanded, i
could he seen gliding along the snowy background i

Of the shore with phantom-like I'elerltv, and without t

ever taking a stroke. I'he bllle sky. ex. opt at the
zenith, was obscured by white or lew"ten clouds, anil
the sun, going slowly down, at the right seemed half
froziui himself and disinclined to spare any warmth
to Ills distant sa'elllte.

rt.wtvo rniiKH ritrrurnTiM.
The baseball nhiycra were on the lee shortly after

Ii'ill |iiik» thru nml wlicit ttl<> uhiik- niiuruj
beri.f. four nYlaek, wen- «n heiiuiiihrii n* to iniike
ml* Utilic a > ti m aill <>( th« <(UH«tloii. 'J'li® wind
l>l<'w Hern I) itmi Ini'inMntl}', nml littlo white clouda
wtre oviiMiounlly blown from tlio patent* of mow

which had been cut and luoacuod by the ikate*. But
hatter* ami fielder* did llieir level lx-at, and ouee iu
a while accomplished a creditable bit of work, despitethe disadvantages against which they hait to
coutend. The ulnea were called utter their respective
captains.Muaara. liuruil uud Campbell. They ha I
already played two guinea of ball oil the hike, at both
of which the player* under Baruil'a leadership dofeatedtheir oppoueuta, uud they wore confident of
uuother triumph vealcrduy. (ming Brat t" the hat,
they hud two or three run* to their credit when the
tuning ended.
W beu the iiitHALn reporter arrived on the scene the

man at the hat wua lyiug face downwards Hudat lull
ougth, apparently trviuu to leuru the thiekueas of
tiiii ifo by means of hiri ht, his eyes being witbiu
mi inch of the surface. Satisfying himself on this
point, Uu rose with all possible despatch ami ugaiuaddressed himself to the task of getting a ball pastthe shortstop; but his efforts were futile, for the
wind so misdirected the course of tho ball after it left
the pitcher's liaud that a "foul" was the result, and
the batter was caught out. His chagrin was mitigatedby the spectacle of a catcher sitting on a particularlyhard bit of ice, with a forelluger out of
joint. At the home base were two narrow slits or
hollows for the batter to secure the ruuucrs of his
skates iu when shout to strike; but even
this foothold sometimes proved insufficient, and
»u unexpected and inartistic pirouette or a
downright tall not infrequently followed the swingingof the bat. It was seldom that the ball reached
a fielder on the fly, hut if it struck on the ice a gust
of wind would uarry it away with lightuiug-iike
rapidity. Ode stuiwart butter managed to get iu a
blow that sent tho leather-covered yarn further thuu
it hail before been knocked or blown, but iu his eager
haste to make u hoiue "run" he weut down on his
second stroke, and had scureely regained his teet
before the ball had passed through the hands of tho
fight fielder and tirst baseman and was about to leave
those of the pitcher for the bat. Midway between
[he homo and ttrst liases lay u wide sheet of snow,
across which it wus impossible to skate, so that tlio
player had to break into a desperate ruu. The fielders
had little to do and seenu-d in imminent dauger of
being transformed into pillars of i e, and dountlcss
would have suffered some serious injury hail not tho
innings been short. The greatest difficulty was found
to be in Htartiug rapidly and in coming to a slid leu
stop, and few players mode tho rounds of the bases
without scraping more iutimate acquaintance with
the ice thau tueir skates aff orded them. To hold on
to the ball wus no easy task under the most favorable
lireumstances, ami some few of the players aggravatedthe difficulty by playing without gloves.

THE "CAMPBELLS" WIN.
After an hour's exposure it was decided to bring

:he game to an end. Only four innings were played,
i'he score then stood in favor of the Campbells, who
lad made clitvon rums to tlie eight of their former
vanquishers.
There will he another game to-morrow if the

weather permits.

CONFLAGRATIONS.

THE CHICAGO POST OFFICE.ITS DESTBUCTIOM
BY FIRE.EXCITING SCENES.FOUR MEN HA7M
A NARROW ESCAPE.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Cuicauo, Jan. 4,' 1879.

For tho third time since 1871 the Chicago postal
ifflciuls have been compelled to avek new quarters in
ousequence of the ravages of lire. About
lalf-past three this afternoon, through some agency
lot yet deliuitely ascertained, a fire developed
tself in the boiler room in the basement
if the building, and before an alarm could be made
he flames hud gained such headway that it was halossiblnto check their progress by aid of tho apiliancesat hand. The tire found its way
o the elevator well and at once shot
o the upper stories and began the work of
Instruction in earnest. Realizing that the building
vas doomed the Post Office people began at onco to
eniovo tho mail matter, and worked so earnestly
hat before they were compelled to abandon the office
liey succeeded in saving all the letter mail, while a

lortion of the newspapers were lost. The valuable
lin kages in the money order and registry departuentshad been placed in vaults und it is presumed
hey are intact.

a narrow escape.

The flames in a few minutes gained such headway
hat egress by means of the staircase was impassable,
.ud four clerks, employed in the office of the United
Itatcs Quartermaster of the Military Division of the
ilissouri, on the iifth floor, were cut off, and it was

bought for a time that no means of
caching the ground conld be afforded them.
I'he lire was momentarily growing fiercer aud
icking up the Mausurd roof above their heads, while
hoy stood in one of the windows at tlie north end of
r/ltuUAinir frantically motionine the crowd to send

lieui aid. Finally, the firemen, who had reached tha
roof, throw over a rope, which fell to the sidewalk,
ind the four men, almost frozen, succeeded iu sliding
lowu and reaching a place of safety.

MILITARY HKAPqVARTKllS RECORDS COST.
General Sheridan's headquarters, on tue first floor

if the south end of the building, wore soon burned
int, and many valuable papers were consumed, whilo
lie entire contents of the VnarturniHater's Departucnton the fifth floor were lost. On the first floor,
niniodiatoly under General Sheridan's offices, were
he general offices of the Chicago and Alton Ituilroad
oinpany. Thn records here were saved, and the loss
s but nominal on furniture,

OTIIEIl Losses.
Thi're were two other occupants of the building,

[sham k l.lucolu und Lawrence, Campbell & Lawrence,attorneys, In the rooms of the former wot
>ue of the most valuable law libraries iu America,
which was totally destroyed. Although the Fire Departmentstruggled bravely, their efforts to save the
iiiiUUug were futile, and before six o'clock little was
eft except the walls, wlueli are in a pretty fair stata
>t preservation.

HISTORY or THE Ilt'ILDINO.
The building destroyed was erected by H. H.

dotiore on a loan of $3ti0,000 advanced by the ConnecticutMutual Life Insurance Company. This
money was advanced before the flro of 1*71. Shortly
kttcrward the company advanced #IUO.immi more,
while Mr. Honors put In $1*0,000 of
lis own funds. Mr. Honore was Anally forced
into bankruptcy, and the loau and interest having
cached #.V4o.uon, the Connecticut Mutual Company
itepped in alsuit a year ago and foreclosed,
rhcy then expended f.'O.uoo in flttillg the building up
'or the military headquarters and other offices, tlia
Post Office having occupied a portion of it since the
Ire ot 187-4. The insurance on the building amount*
o $ S2S.ISSI. It is estimated that the postal
leparlment will lose about $150,0txj on furniture;
he Alton Company, $:l,(SS>; Lawrence, Campbell
v Lawrence, $01,000; the inilitsry headquarters,
M>\"00, ami Isham k Lincoln, #10,000. Iniuicdiitelyafter the outbreak of the Arc Po-tmaster
'aimer contracted for the new Hinger Building. at
:he corner ol' Hlute and Washington streets, lor two
rears, at a > early rental of ftlo.UOO, and the I'ost
Srtlce will bo opened there at once.

A catholic academy lll'bnkd at BCFFALO.

[my tkleurafh to the herald.]
Buffalo, .Ian. 4. 1h70.

About one o'clock this afternoon tiro broke out in
lie upper atory of tue Holy Angela' Academy, and
IcHplte the efforts of the Fire Department waa

otallv destroyed. The origin of the lire ia tinmown.The building waa heated by ateam, and
t la thought the tire originated from a deloetlve flue.
There were in the building at the time eightcu
haters. Including the Mother Superior, who la aick,
uid eight pupila, who all earapcil, The aehool numtera114 pupila, but forlunutuly they had not r«v
iivtied lroin their Chriatuiaa vacation, The
Academy waa built in l*7:i and waa
i aubatantial and handaouiu brick building,
rained at Jtw.onu, and in a itred In the following compniilca:.Puton.of liuffMo, 93,t*Mil; ileriuania. Bttf.
ralo, f.l.iHKi: (Hen'a Falla, #fl,taat; Northweatern Nalional,William.d.urg City, f.'i.taai; Standard,

Total, f Jo.iHai. The property waa oticumlierial.and the inatirtticn waa held liy tlie Erie county
tavinga Hank aa aecurlty tor A mortgage on the build,
lug.
i post orrtt e and library iwiined in mar.

macht'hetts,
DoaToN, -Ian. 4, 1H7!».

A tire at ninglinm laat nlglit destroyed the publio
library, conaiatitig of B.iM) voluinea. Tho Post Office
ilao occupied a part of the tlrat floor, and lettera,
ittiliipa and other coutenta were alao loirncd. Tho ,

liuiidlng waa erected and preaentod to the town about
leu ve.u a ago, by the late Altwrt Fearing, and coat
ibout tlA.iaai. He ulao provided f.ir a truat
rnnd of $10,iaai, for the proper maintenance and i

arc ot the library, to which lie contributed a larga
lumber ol valuable lnioka. 'Ihe nitigiiatu Mutual bad
'ft.nlK) inatirauce on the budding ami the North
tritiah aud MoreAUtllo >7,ftOU on the building and
inoka. The Home Insurance^ Company, or N« w
tori; had on the ">"** ami on tuo

Ixtttrca. Tin- ftro *»» canoed l»y a defective iluo.

OTBBH Kini.N.

A flro on Friday. at Bruafaton, N. Y., dcatroycd Ava

nilldlnga, volttcd at

H. K. Hughe* * 00.' flouring mill, at Hampton,
)bto, wm partially burned yeaterilay. Loaa flH.noo,
ovcrad li.r inaturanc*.
A telegram received late laat night from Hunting,

nn, W. Vrt., announce* that a tlr»> la raging there,
i.'vrral lionao*. Including tin principal hotel, In-ing
ilrtady dcalroyad. The flame* began In the Third
\Venue Hotel, and the Illicitae cold paralysed tha
florin ot the Afcinen. At laat accoutitn the flann a
mere under control.
Ooorge \V. Duncan's Hour mill, at Kaatou, Pa., waa

fleatroved yesterday hy fire. let**, fl-J.OnO; iuaurllicc,f/i.lldtl.
John Taylor'* ami Jamea Prick's dwelling*, at

Pittatnil, Pa., Were destroyed hy tiro oil Friday itiulit.
I.OMK oVi'i* AA.INNJ.

Clmrli'H l.miuloy, of NtrlioUflviUo, Ky.. attMiiptoil
to IimM a Urn iroiu Mmt oil lamp, wbotl tlm lamp

fatally Ouruinx lmutjli} and uur clillil and
mriouMy Injuring atiotlmr. I'lio Uuuan alxo caught
Ore and tin entlrvly destroyed,


